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me&mypet
Our Dog Has a Therapy Dog
Born deaf and nearly blind, Snuggles' chances were dim.
Leanne Bell and her Lab Mandy came to the rescue.
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that were born white. The

breeder

was going to kill them because they
were both deaf and of no use to him.
But Don rescued them and asked me
if we would take one of the puppies.
That's how we got Snuggles, who was
not only deafbut bhnd in one eye and
didnt see very well with the other.

We wondered how we would

housebreak and train a handicapped
puppy, but we didnt have to worry-

we had Mandy, our black Lab. As
soon as Mandy met Snuggles, she
took him under her wing.
We didnt have anything to do with
housebreaking Snuggles-M andy handled that all by herseH! Snuggles followed Mandy everywhere, Iike a httle
shadow. When Mandy asked to go our
to do her business, Snuggles followed
along and did his in the same spot. In
no time, Snuggles was housebroken.
Having a blind and deaf dog can be
very di{Iicult. Snuggles cant hear us
call and usually cant see us signaling

to him. It can be very frustrating to
get him in from outside, especi"ally
when he is playing. But we h^ave the
solution to that problem-Mandy.
When we want Snuggles to come in,
all we have to do is ask Mandy to get
gnrrggles. She'll run outside, get him,
and herd him into the house. I think
Mandy knows he cant hear or see us.
If Snuggles is sick or needs ro
throw up, Mandy knows we'd want
him outside, and she'll herd him to the
door. And if Snuggles is outside too
]ong, Mandy begins to worry about
him. She'll cry ro go our, and as soon
as we let her out, she linds Snuggles
and brings him inside.
I guess you could say that Mandy
is Snuggles' "helper dog." Shes a wonderful petl *
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Diona Rouse always resists seeing a doctor.
But was this fair to her goldie mix?

Recently, my golden retriever mix, Mika, started scratching heavily at her eyes and nose. She scratched so much that she lost some
of her fur and even made herself bleed. My first thought was that she
had allergies, and my informal research supported this theory. But
rather than taking her to the vet, I opted for an at-home treatment l'd
read about in a mail-order supply catalog.
ln keeping with the catalog's suggestion, I bought anti-itch shampoo, medicated skin balm, and special antioxidant vitamins (for which
I paid extra to have delivered overnight). All in all, I spent more on
this treatment than I would have had I just taken her to the vet-and
the products did little to relieve her discomforl. ln fact, they seemed
to make her itch more!
After a week of trying to treat her myself and getting nowhere, I
decided it was time for professional help. I took her to our vet, R. L.
Donaldson in South Cafihage, Tennessee, who checked for knots and
scabs on her body and made sure the scratches on herface weren't
infected. He also asked if she'd been chewing at her paws-which
she had-and inquired about the flea medication I was using. His final
diagnosis was the same as mine: She was suffering from allergies.
But he was able to treat her in a way I couldn't. He gave her a shot

of Depomedrol, which alleviated the swelling, and also gave me a
two-week supply of tetracycline to prevent infection. He suggested
I continue giving her the antioxidant vitamins, as they were high in
vitamin A, which would help build her coat and prevent future allergic reactions. He also promised she would feel better in 24 hours,
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that made Mika so
miserable, but home treatment backfired.
and he was right! Her scratching subsided, and she
was soon back to her playful self, chasing me around
the house and making me laugh with all of her silly
antics. She had no recurring symptoms.
I learned a valuable lesson from this experience.
Just because /'m stubborn and refuse to go to the doctor doesn't mean I can take the same risks with my dog!
Mika depends on me to provide her with good care,
and this is a responsibility I must take seriously, I spent
a week trying to handle the problem myself, and as a
result, she spent a week suffering.

